
United States B\tent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent j»nd Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER QF'PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D. G. 20231 

WWW.USptO.g0fV 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/399,232 




09/17/1999 


PETER T.A. REILLY 


0641 


2012 


23859 7590 


11/08/2002 









NEEDLE & ROSENBERG P C 
127 PEACHTREE STREET N E 
ATLANTA, GA 30303-1811 



EXAMINER 



HENDRICKSON, STUART L 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1754 

DATE MAILED: 11/08/2002 



is 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 
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09/399,232 



Examiner 

Stuart Hendrickson 



Applicant(s) 

REILLY, PETER T.A. 



Art Unit 

1754 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication^) filed on 27 August 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [S] Claim(s) 1 -28.34-42 A4 and 46-52 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |El Claim(s) 1-28.34-42,44 and 46-52 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims ; are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. } 119 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)0 All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 



Attachment(s) 

15) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) CD Notice of DraftspersorVs Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) [3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 17 . 



18) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

19) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

20) ^ Other: #T«ft^ ^\ ^ 
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Art Unit: 1754 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-28, 34-42, 44 and 46-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
containing subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

This is the same rejection as in paper 14. 

Claims 1-28, 34-42, 44 and 46-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Howard et al. 5985232. 
Howard teaches in columns 2 and 3 forming a combustion flame and collecting polyatomic 
hydrocarbon condensibles from a liquid. Even though pyrene is not recited, it is deemed to be 
present to the extent that a material whose boiling point is 393C can be found in a liquid phase 
proximate to a flame. No differences are seen. Column 6 teaches a diluent gas. Columns 7 and 8 
describe recovery and purification. 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/27/02 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Example 1 does not recite a liquid phase, and pg. 13 recites a flame temperature substantially 

higher than the boiling point of pyrene. Even though Dai is concerned with arc processes, it 

reports a low boiling point of pyrene. Fig. 6 shows a wrong formula for pyrene. Fig. 1 shows a 

wrong structure for CI 1H8. Only the specie pyrene is being examined. This action is not being 

made final, as the Howard patent was available to the examiner at first action but was not cited. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to examiner Hendrickson 
at telephone number (703) 308-2539. 




Stuart Hendrickson 
examiner Art Unit 1754 



The following papers h^fciot been made part of the permanent RRrds of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (Office) for this application (37 CFR 1.52(a)) because of damage 
from the United States Postal Service irradiation process: 

Mailroom Stamp Date Certificate of Mailing Date 



The above-identified papers, however, were not so damaged as to preclude the USPTO from 
making a legible copy of such papers. Therefore, the Office has made a copy of these papers, 
substituted them for the originals in the file, and stamped that copy: 

COPY OF PAPERS 
ORIGINALLY FILED 



If applicant wants to review the accuracy of the Office's copy of such papers, applicant may either 
inspect the application (37 CFR 1 .14(d)) or may request a copy of the Office's records of such 
papers (i.e., a copy of the copy made by the Office) from the Office of Public Records for the fee 
specified in 37 CFR 1.19(b)(4). Please do not call the Technology Center's Customer Service 
Center to inquiry about the completeness or accuracy of Office's copy of the above-identified 
papers, as the Technology Center's Customer Service Center will not be able to provide this 
service. 

If applicant does not consider the Office's copy of such papers to be accurate, applicant must 
provide a copy of the above-identified papers (except for any U.S. or foreign patent documents 
submitted with the above-identified papers) with a statement that such copy is a complete and 
accurate copy of the originally submitted documents. If applicant provides such a copy of the 
above-identified papers and statement within THREE MONTHS of the mail date of this Office 
action, the Office will add the original mailroom date and use the copy provided by applicant as 
the permanent Office record of the above-identified papers in place of the copy made by the 
Office. Otherwise, the Office's copy will be used as the permanent Office record of the above- 
identified papers (i.e., the Office will use the copy of the above-identified papers made by the 
Office for examination and all other purposes). This three-month period is not extendable. 



